
Gone Fishin’ With Jesus 
Lessons for Christians who want a closer walk with Christ 

Peter is often an example of the most transparent side of Christians.  Like Peter, we struggle. 
Peter was known as one of the three, not just one of the twelve.  Peter closely followed the 
footsteps of our Lord on the earth.  This inner circle included Peter, James, and John.  It was 
their blessing to see Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus. All of this 
began with obedience in a fishing boat after Christ revealed His deity to Peter. 


Here are 6 lessons we can learn from this fishing trip with Jesus in Luke 5:1-11:


1. God can use our insufficiencies to glorify His total sufficiency v. 2 
Moses was slow of speech. Saul, who became Paul, was a persecutor of Christians. The Ethiopian 
Eunech was unable to interpret God’s on his own.  We can often look at our insufficiencies and think 
God is unable to use us.  Luke shows us a side of Simon Peter that teaches us God can use us best 
when our insufficiencies lead us to be totally dependent upon Him.


2. Submitting to Christ begins with His Word revealed to us personally - v. 4 
Have you sensed the holy calling of God in your life? I’m sure you have heard people talk about God. 
Maybe you’ve even heard great preaching. But have you sensed that God is speaking to your heart and 
calling you to salvation? Trust Him today if He is calling you.  Have you sensed a calling on your life to 
serve Him?  Answer that high calling today.


3. The nature of the flesh is to rely on what we have done - v. 5a 
Lord, we have toiled all night. Are you relying on what YOU have done or what God has done.  I can be 
baptized. I can give financially. I can work in the church.  But none of that is effective if it is not done with 
God’s touch.  Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain. - Psalm 127:1


4. The world, flesh, and the devil will offer excuses to try and keep you out of God’s work - v. 5b 
I think the words of the Kingsmen Quartet are sufficient enough to speak to this: 

Excuses, excuses, you'll hear them every day.

And the Devil he'll supply them if the church you stay away.


5. When the difficult seasons come, remember how God has revealed Himself to you already and 
how He has promised to reveal Himself in the future. v. 6-9 
Peter was tempted to return to his fishing career after the crucifixion of Christ. He was quickly reminded 
the relationship with Christ he had been called to. When difficult seasons enter our lives, and they 
certainly will, we can maintain our relationship with Christ. 


6.  You may not know what the next step is but answer the call and take each step by faith. - v.5c; 
10-11 Jesus didn’t tell Simon what was next. He only knew that Jesus has called him to fish for men 
instead of being a fisherman of fish.  He didn’t know how he would provide for himself or his wife. He 
just knew that Jesus had called him to be faithful.


